Can world of work be an organic nursery of our party to produce new leaders/cadres?

Bishnu Rimal/ Welcome Speech @ 3rd CDC inaugural session

Today, we have got the opportunity to welcome more than one leader from the party. I would like to pay my sincere gratitude to all of our comrades who lend their solidarity and participate in this programme agreeing our invitation. 

This is our regular annual program, an important meeting of the permanent delegates who were elected by the workers in the last congress. This is an important forum to discuss not mere annual work carried on by the National Executive Committee which they themselves had elected, but also to amend and even launch a new sets of programs if necessary. This official forum has given full rights to the workers to question and alter the decisions made by the leadership partially or fully. That's the reason; we also mention it as GEFONT-Parliament. 

This team elected by the 5th National Congress is in the edge of its tenure. For this whole year, we will be working on the basic priorities to develop the future leadership. Thus, this might be the last meeting of this Delegates' Council.

A positive note to mention here, that the GEFONT Parliament exists; and we are on our democratic path to operate our activities in the invigilation of the workers. The sorry side is, the National Parliament- the Constitution Assembly as an outcome of our six and a half decades long expectation, doesn’t exist anymore. It has been fatally crashed, caused by caretaker prime-minister and ruling coalition, despite visible chances to keep it alive. What will happen to the rights of the workers documented in the preliminary draft of the constitution? —there is an uncertainty! Where this political fiasco will end? --- there is an uncertainty! There is also a question, if we can move ahead with the demand of implementing the consensus made between parties on May 15, 2012!

Today, media is all over. This hall is very much aware of the news coming in the television, fm stations, print and digital media. Thus, I want to take the permission to comment briefly on some of the policy level contexts.

In last six years, we have been discussing the transformation as the revolution. 

Marxism instructs us that the revolution means- "Handover of state-power from one class to another class; Transformation from one socio-economic condition to another; and Transformation of one production-relation to another."

Data says—average national income of a Nepali worker is net NRs. 5,117; which means the average income is less than the national minimum wage of the day i.e. NRs. 6,200. Considering the definition, ‘labour underutilization' (used by the CBS) as a reference, 30 people in out of 100 are jobless today. The State is indifference about their plight. 

· Today’s labor force found no attraction in the non-cash jobs,

· The agriculture has not converted into capitalists commercial  farming in the village;

· Workers found no-fond on subsistence-agriculture

The Result—people move from village to market—market to city— and city to abroad—things are still going on the same. This means, the socio –economic condition of our society is still remain the same, it has not changed. 

Comrades, the working class of today doesn’t seem to be ready to follow behind the 'worthless dreams' of revolution. If the workers are not made understood about what s/he will achieve in their life, there is no point that they will blind trust of any institution such as political party or the trade union. 

The year 2006 brought a gargantuan change in the political sphere of our country. But in its journey to the year 2012, the share in household income of bottom 40% poor families is decreased to less compare to their share before 34 years (It was 12.8% in 1997, where as it declined to 11.9% in 2011); whereas mid-income (middle 50%) and rich (upper 10%) families have highly progressed. Why nearly the half of the national per capita income is poured solely towards the middle class? We are organizing the workers with the slogan that change is for better. But, this bitter truth manifests in louder and clear voice, the power hasn’t been handed over to another class! That means, our socio-economic condition has not been transformed! That is, the current production relation has not been changed.

Lenin says in 'The State and Revolution'- “A democratic republic is the best possible political shell for capitalism, and, therefore, once capital has gained possession of this very best shell, it establishes its power so securely, so firmly, that no change of persons, institutions or parties in the bourgeois-democratic republic can shake it." 

If we agree with this statement, change is not only necessary but yet to come. We were in the state power time and again, though it was relatively shorter period; where did we make wrong? From the People's movement of 1990 to this transitional stage, why couldn’t our nation be labour friendly? How will the upcoming changes benefit the lives of the working class? How will be the Nepali state which is still in imagining period? 

The CPN (UML)'s guiding principle- People's Multi-Party Democracy (PMPD), I don’t see any flaw in this. This is the Nepali edition of Marxism, thus PMPD is a science. Science is not about 'contents', it's about 'methods'. The interpretation of PMPD into some other meanings can be dangerous. 

Has the same thing happened? We are willing to get an honest reply from our party. 

Some of you comrades asked me— we are hearing some buzz within the party, is that true? We talk about the labour and economic class; why those leaders who recruited us in the party are talking the interest of just social groups; why they are so link with identity-polity which de-links itself from 'class'? Why inclusion is being taken as a policy to take the representatives in the ethnic or regional basis?  In multiparty system, isn't it true that all kind of socio-economic exploitation--may be in the form of class or gender-caste/ethnicity- or geographical disparity, inclusion should be deal within the frame of political parties?

Political party is the representative institution of the 'class'. The party, which ignores the class, is only a 'temporary front' of some selfish persons. Issue of 'class' is the ideological-theoretical side. The issue of 'gender-caste/ethnicity- and geographical region' is the issue of identity. 'Class' brings the whole nation together, whereas 'caste-ethnic/ gender/ geographical' identification demarcate only to the citizens of various community and region. For a long time, this has been our understanding. Please, let us know Comrades, where are we wrong in our understanding? 
Comrade, can world of work be an organic nursery of our party to produce new leaders/cadres?  
It is said that, if the party membership are increased from the working class, that party will be more pro-working class. If more members of the party are from youths & students who are unseasoned and immature comparatively; the party will turn into a platform for 'intellectual exercise'. Where the party is heading? It is the responsibility of the party leadership to suggest ways so that the party can reach much to the working Class. What is the labour agenda of our party? 

The labour agenda of a party means-- development plan of the productive force. Many delegates presented in this hall have told me to ask the party-- what plans that the CPN (UML) is planning in order to develop productive force? To develop the productive-force means a working person to achieve the gainful-employment in a decent working condition! The labour agenda of a party can be understood by its employment policy, wages policy and its commitment regarding the future of the working class. 

Let's take this case as an instance--
10 years long violent conflict hatched by the Maoists destroyed the rural-based employment. The working hands which were happy holding the tools of creation either were forced to hold the tools of violence or forced to leave their birthplace with the entire family. Tarai was burnt ruthlessly in the name of 'Madhesi movement' forced the working people to leave the county. Either the violence operated by the Maoists in the name of the 'class-struggle' or the Madhesi movement operated in the name of 'autonomy', though both of them might have contributed in the political changes of the country; however, in totality, both of them destroyed the productive force. 

Thus, in our understanding present ruling-alliance is not for the development of the productive force but for the destruction. 

What didn't Maoists do in its good days? Let me remind the previous incidents once again, the heinous acts which are known to the workers presented in this hall! 

· Sudden locking up the factory and the offices,

· Kidnapping the manager or the managerial staffs and forcefully make them sign the readymade documents. Taking the documents as an weapon to drag the workers in their fold,

· Controlling the managerial staffs in the duty hours and 'instruct' them to assemble all the workers in the enterprise premises.

· Forcefully collecting Rs. 5 each from all the assembled workers and warning them that they are now their 'members', don’t defies it,

· Physically assaulting the leaders and cadres of competing unions and force them to sign ready-made-resignation papers or the papers of dissolving the existing unions,

· Capturing the Union offices, destroying their sign-boards,

· Humiliating and abusing the leaders,

· Releasing the fake statements of joining their unions etc.
Comrades, our schooling didn’t allow us to cross our limits neither in 1980s, 1990 or in 2006. We faced the every challenge! Countered them and saved our integrity. We are proud that we didn't give up in many severe situations. Be it being attacked at the Kathmandu or being humiliated at the workplaces; we follow the 'rules of game' and win the hearts of our workers. Was it right or wrong? Was it praise worthy or point to denounce? All of those who are present in this auditorium today request the party to be clear in the issue.

We decided to stand on our own; didn’t want to be any kind of burden to our party. We created the human and material resources on our own as much as we could. People say that we are the best among our competing unions or the employers' originations.

It is so obvious that the oppositions wouldn’t praise our work or made our appraisal. However, we have hurt by some people within party-family even questioning on our political/ ideological integrity? The delegates have told me to ask-- do we have rights to know about these?!
Comrades, There is a famous African singer Miriam Makeba. She is well-known in South Africa. One of the song titled ‘west wind’ – whose lyrics makes a call that says ‘unify us don’t divide us – we are tired of poverty, we are tiring of dying – we don’t want to die we don’t want to be poor - unify us, don’t divide us!’
We want our labour-force to be unified. This is for the better of the country, working class, party itself and the politics. In our point of view, the world of work should be unified even if there are different ideologies and principles. Those unions which follow the same ideology and principles should be unified within one larger structure. The road of the change can be wider if 'all kind of workers and all kind of employees' can come under one umbrella. What does our party think in this issue? 

Communist party is the vanguards of the workers. Its aim is to make the Nepali society equitable. Trade Unions are the organized institutions of the workers. We decided to inaugurate today's programme by all the invited comrades jointly to give the message that we shouldn't create hierarchy in the society when our aim is to create an equitable society. The role of our respected leaders has already been decided by the party then why should we draw a line of division by adding different prefix or suffix in the post of our leaders? 
Thus we want our comrades to deliver this message of equality!  You all of the comrades attended this program and support our request; thus, I would like to welcome all the invited comrades and delegates on behalf of entire GEOFNT family.
Thank you!
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